
2023–20242023–2024
CALENDAR FOR BADGER FAMILIESCALENDAR FOR BADGER FAMILIES



WISCONSINWISCONSIN

Welcome (and welcome back), Badger families! 

Whether your student is experiencing UW–Madison 
for their first or fourth year, you play an important 

role in their personal and academic success. We offer 
many resources to assist your student and you and are 
excited to partner with you through the Parent and 
Family Program.

The Parent and Family Program team will connect you 
with information and answer your questions during your 

student’s time at UW. You’ll have a chance to connect with their team 
and other families through in-person events, newsletters, online chats, 
a dynamic website, and more. We want you to feel connected and 
informed — the Parent and Family Program is your liaison.

With an abundance of activity at UW, you might wonder how to help 
your student keep track — this calendar can assist. Here you’ll find 
campus photos, useful facts, and key dates to experience the diversity 
and breadth of opportunity our campus offers. There is something for 
everyone! It is important to us that your student feels like they belong 
here — because they do. 

It takes a community working together to truly flourish. We are 
committed to working with your students to help them be safe, healthy, 
and successful, and we can’t wait to partner with you this year. 

Let the journey begin.

On, Wisconsin!
Lori Reesor, PhD
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 



Our Goals for Parents & Families 

1.  To recognize your important role as mentors and 
coaches. You help your students progressively take 
on more responsibility for their academics, out-of- 
classroom experiences, and all other aspects of  
their lives.

2.  To have an open dialogue with your students  
about ways to promote personal health and balance, 
including coping with stress, alcohol/drugs, nutrition, 
sleep, exercise, and relationships. You empower your 
students to identify problems, develop plans, and 
work toward solutions independently.

3.  To understand that there are limitations regarding  
access to specific student information as outlined 
in the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) and the Health Insurance Portability and  
Accountability Act (HIPAA).

4.  To know about and take advantage of opportunities to 
engage with the campus and surrounding community. 

5.  To generate goodwill for the university by helping 
spread the word about the resources and discoveries 
at UW–Madison, which impact both your students 
and society at large. Parents and families advocate 
for personal, state, and federal investments in  
higher education.

The Parent and Family Program staff consists of Stephanie 
Benson-Gonzales (left), Monica Ruppert (right), Jennee 
Schansberg, and a team of student interns.

WELCOME

Dear Badger Family,
Welcome to the University of Wisconsin–Madison! You are a valued member of our community.
 At UW–Madison, we recognize that parents and family members are important partners. 
Research shows that family involvement is critical to the success of college students. We 
appreciate the key role you play as a coach and mentor, while you encourage your student to 
progressively take on more responsibility.
 The Parent and Family Program is your resource. Our program is here to connect you to 
the university so that you feel welcomed, informed, and able to support your student as they 
grow and learn. 
 This calendar is our gift to you. We invite you to use this information to help your student 
take advantage of all that UW–Madison has to offer. You will be mailed a new calendar each 
year until your student graduates.
 The Parent and Family Program is committed to offering personalized service to help you 
and your student navigate our campus and community. In addition to this calendar, we provide: 

•  Phone (1-877-262-3977) and email  
(parent@uwmad.wisc.edu) services to help  
answer your questions and concerns

•  A comprehensive and dynamic website 
(parent.wisc.edu) 

•  The Badger Family newsletter, emailed five 
times per year

•  A parent-notice system, used to deliver 
critical information by email 

•  A variety of visit opportunities, including 
Family Weekend, showcasing our campus 
and offering events for the entire family

•  Multi-language services, including a Spanish-
language website, email, and phone line, and 
a Chinese-language website 

• Social media accounts, where parents can 
ask questions and share experiences with 
one another

•  Badger Family Forums, our virtual event 
series where campus experts answer your 
questions about a particular topic

•  An informative handbook for families of 
first-year and incoming students

On behalf of all of the Parent and Family Program staff, we thank you for all you do and we look 
forward to connecting with you. 

Kind regards, 

Stephanie Benson-Gonzales 
Parent and Family Program
UW–Madison Student Affairs

Institutional Statement on Diversity
Diversity is a source of strength, creativity, and 
innovation for UW–Madison. We value the 
contributions of each person and respect the 
profound ways their identity, culture, background, 
experience, status, abilities, and opinion enrich 
the university community. We commit ourselves 
to the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research, 
outreach, and diversity as inextricably linked 
goals. The University of Wisconsin–Madison 
fulfills its public mission by creating a welcoming 
and inclusive community for people from every 
background—people who as students, faculty, 
and staff serve Wisconsin and the world.

go.wisc.edu/familyweekend

Friday— Sunday, October 20– 22, 2023
FAMILY WEEKEND

Connect with campus. 
Experience tradition. 

Make memories.



First-year students, along with UW mascot Bucky Badger and Chancellor Mnookin, form the shape  
of an iconic Motion W as part of the W Project on Barry Alvarez Field at Camp Randall Stadium.
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Wisconsin Welcome  
events begin

Move-in for all University 
Residence Halls (Aug 30–
Sept 1), as assigned

Checks begin processing 
weekly for Parent PLUS 
refunds and for students not 
enrolled for eRefund

Summer health-fee eligibility 
ends at University Health 
Services

30 312827
Financial aid begins  
applying to student  
tuition accounts

eRefunds begin processing 
for students

Mead Witter School of Music 
ensemble auditions for all 
majors (Aug 29-Sept 1)

Move-in for University 
Housing student employees 
and approved groups
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SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) fall/annual 
coverage period begins

Fall-term eligibility begins for 
University Health Services

Tuition eBills available for 
students and authorized 
payers

Financial aid refunds begin 
next week; is your student 
enrolled for eRefund?

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to 
complete AlcoholEdu: Part 1 
before registration hold

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to com-
plete violence prevention 
program online before 
registration hold

Study Abroad Applications 
Open: Fall, Academic Year, 
and Summer Programs

1 2
Did You Know?
Wisconsin Welcome takes place during the first 
four weeks of the semester and is designed to 
welcome students to campus through a variety 
of social events and academic programs. 
From large events to small gatherings, there is 
something for everyone. 

JULY 2023

29
3130

3

10

17
24

2

9

16
23

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

S M T W TH F S

30

4

11

18

25

3

10

17

24

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

S M T W TH F S

SEPTEMBER 2023

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

AUGUST 2023



The UW Marching Band takes the field during half time of the season opener football game  
between the Wisconsin Badgers and the Illinois State Redbirds at Camp Randall Stadium.
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Yom Kippur 
begins at sundown

Home football game  
UW vs. Buffalo

Taste of Madison (Sept. 2-3)

Home football game  
UW vs. Georgia Southern

First day of fall

27

Study Abroad Fair

26
Deadline to drop a fall-term 
class and receive 50% tuition 
adjustment Sukkot begins at 
sundown 

Deadline to change number of 
credits for a fall-term class 

Deadline to request pass/fail or 
credit/audit options for a fall-
term class

29 30282524

Welcome Events at  
Union South  
(Sunburst Festival)

Wisconsin Ironman 
competition
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Labor Day 

Labor Day Bash for  
Transfer Students

Welcome Events at 
Memorial Union  
(Terrace Takeover)

Native Student Welcome

APIDA Student Center 
New Student Welcome

Public Service Fair

New Student Convocation

Academic Orientations

Fall Student Organization 
Fair (Sept. 12-13)

Black Cultural Center  
New Student Welcome

Career Exploration Center 
Open House

Fall instruction begins

Deadline to drop fall-term class 
and have no record of it on 
transcript

Study Abroad First-Year Student 
Welcome Event

SHIP (Student Health Insurance 
Plan) fall/annual open 
enrollment deadline tomorrow

Fall Career and Internship 
Fair

Deadline to add or change 
sections in a fall-term class 
tomorrow 

Deadline to drop a fall-term 
class and receive 100% tuition 
adjustment tomorrow

Deadline for fall-term enrollment 
with fee tomorrow

Latinx Cultural Center  
New Student Welcome

Deadline for initial fall-term 
enrollment without late fee

MCOR Multicultural 
Performance Showcase

Tuition due for fall term

Rosh Hashanah  
begins at sundown

Latinx Heritage Month 
begins

The Meetup: Multicultural 
Student Org Fair

Did You Know?
Let’s Talk, a service of University Health Services, provides daily drop-in 
consultations with a counselor both virtually and at various sites across 
campus. A student can also call 608-265-5600 (option 9) at any time to 
speak with a licensed professional. 
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Bucky and the Spirit Squad rally the crowd as floats and performers travel down  
State Street during the University of Wisconsin–Madison’s Homecoming Parade.
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International Internship 
Program Spring Deadline

Navaratri begins

Halloween

Home football game  
UW vs. Rutgers 
(Homecoming)
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Wisconsin Science Festival 
(Oct. 16-22)

National Coming Out Day

Equity & Inclusion Career & 
Internship Fair

University Housing returning 
resident notice of intent 
begins

Badger Pay 2nd Installment 
due

FAMILY WEEKEND  
(OCT. 20-22)

Home football game  
UW vs. Iowa

Home football game  
UW vs. Ohio State

3 4

LGBTQ+ Heritage Month 
begins

1 2

Student Housing Fair

UW Homecoming Week 
(Oct. 2-7)

Did You Know?
Family Weekend welcomes the whole 
family to experience life as a Badger. The 
weekend includes athletic events, musical 
performances, photos with Bucky, remarks 
from university leadership, behind-the-
scenes tours, and more.
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Snow-covered red berries near Agricultural Hall on Henry Mall are pictured following the first snow accumulation of the late fall season.
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Daylight Saving Time ends

Madison Marathon

Diwali begins
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Enrollment appointment 
times for spring term 
assigned to students 
(throughout week)

International Education Week

Trans Awareness Week

Students begin enrolling 
for spring-term classes 
according to their 
appointment times

Transgender Day of 
Remembrance

UW Diversity Forum  
(Nov 14-15)

Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving recess  
(Nov 23–26)

Badger Pay 3rd Installment 
due

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to complete 
AlcoholEdu: Part 2 before 
registration hold

Deadline for first-year/
new transfer students to 
complete violence prevention 
program in person before 
registration hold

Deadline to withdraw from fall 
term 

Deadline to add a fall-term class 
(with department permission)

Deadline to change honors class 
status

Deadline to drop a fall-term 
class (without academic dean 
approval)

Home football game  
UW vs. Northwestern

Veterans Day

Can now withdraw without 
repayment of aid for fall term

Home football game  
UW vs. Nebraska

Native American Heritage 
Month begins

University Housing returning 
resident room selection 
begins

1
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Did You Know?
University Veteran Services (UVS) works to help military-connected students 
build meaningful relationships and find their place within the UW–Madison 
community. Through its unique initiatives, UVS provides opportunities for 
incoming students to make early connections with each other and allow for 
continuing students to give back to their peers. Hundreds of UW–Madison 
students are veterans or currently serving in the military. Another 2,000 
students have an immediate family member who is a veteran. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 2023



Snow dusts the red bridge railing and the roof of the gazebo in the Pond Garden of Allen Centennial Gardens on a snowy morning.
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www.parent.wisc.eduChristmasNew Year’s Eve

Winter Commencement  
(no exams)

Christmas Eve

Kwanzaa begins
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Last day to accept financial 
aid for fall term

Last day of fall classes

Hanukkah  
begins at sundown

Study Day

First day of winter

Fall exams end

Fall exams begin

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) spring/
summer open enrollment 
begins

University Residence Halls 
close at noon
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Did You Know?
The Bakke Center opened in April 2023 and 
features over 29,000 square feet of fitness 
space, wellbeing services spaces, a 25-yard 
recreational pool, the Sub-Zero Ice Arena, 
sports simulators, multipurpose studios, and 
much more.



A street lamp glows with light as snow begins to fall on Bascom Hill.
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Deadline to drop  
spring-term class and have  
no record of it on transcript

Deadline for new students 
(spring term) to complete 
violence prevention program 
online before registration hold

Deadline for new students 
(spring term) to complete 
AlcoholEdu: Part 1 before 
registration hold

312928

End of fall-term eligibility 
for University Health 
Services
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) spring/
summer coverage period 
begins

Deadline to cancel spring 
enrollment and have no 
spring-term record on 
transcript

Financial aid begins applying 
to student tuition accounts

eRefunds begin processing 
for students

Spring instruction begins

Tuition eBills available for 
students and authorized 
payers

Checks begin processing 
weekly for Parent PLUS 
refunds and for students not 
enrolled for eRefund

Financial Aid refunds begin 
next week; is your student 
enrolled for eRefund?

Deadline for initial spring-
term enrollment without 
late fee

University Residence Halls 
open

2 31

New Year’s Day

Spring-term eligibility 
begins for University Health 
Services

Did You Know?
UW–Madison was ranked 33rd in the world 
and 23rd in the United States in the Academic 
Ranking of World Universities in 2022. In 
addition, UW–Madison was once again named 
a Best Value College by Princeton Review.
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Hundreds of people watch as fireworks light up the night sky above an inflatable replica of the  
Statue of Liberty’s head, arm and torch on Lake Mendota during Wisconsin Union’s Winter Carnival.
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International Internship 
Program Summer Deadline

Peace Corps Week

Deadline to drop a spring-term 
class and receive 100% tuition 
adjustment 

Tuition due for spring term

Deadline to add or change 
sections in a spring-term class

Deadline for spring-term 
enrollment with fee
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UW Founders’ Day

Presidents’ Day Spring Primary

Valentine’s Day

Ash Wednesday

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) spring/
summer open enrollment 
deadline

Black History Month begins

Deadline to drop a  
spring-term class and 
receive 50% tuition 
adjustment

Deadline to change  
number of credits for  
a spring-term class

Deadline to request pass/
fail or credit/audit options 
for a spring-term class

Chinese New Year

Lunar New Year

Did You Know?
Wisconsin holds the most national titles, seven, 
in all of NCAA women’s ice hockey. Wisconsin 
is the only school in the nation that had three 
different women’s programs (volleyball, 
basketball, hockey) top 8,000 fans for events 
during the 2022-23 athletic season.
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Large fabric images of Wisconsin prairie plants hang from the ceiling as part of the installation of fiber artist Amanda McCavour’s  
“Suspended Landscapes” exhibition in Paige Court inside the Elvehjem wing of the Chazen Museum of Art.
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University Housing summer 
resident application 
available

Easter 

International Transgender 
Day of Visibility

St. Patrick’s Day

Daylight Saving Time begins

Ramadan begins at sundown

Good Friday

Students begin enrolling 
next week for summer-term 
classes according to their 
appointment times

Enrollment appointment 
times for fall term assigned 
to students (throughout 
next week)

Badger Pay 2nd Installment due 

Study Abroad Applications 
Open: Winter Term Programs 

Summer Course Equivalency 
Service begins (Mar 1 - May 1)

Women’s History Month begins

Middle Eastern North African 
(MENA) Heritage Month begins
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times for summer term 
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(throughout week) First day of spring

Purim begins at sundown

Spring recess begins
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Did You Know?
Since 2019, the Public History Project has given voice to those who resisted 
bigotry and exclusion on campus through archival research, displays, events 
and the Sifting and Reckoning exhibition. In January 2023, Chancellor 
Mnookin announced that the work of the project will continue as the 
newly formed Rebecca M. Blank Center for Campus History.
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Sunlight filters through the spring blossoms of a magnolia tree near the Carillon Tower.
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Badger Pay 3rd Installment 
due 

UW Science Expeditions 
(April 5-7)

BADGER FAMILY  
SPRING VISIT
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Students begin enrolling for 
fall-term classes according 
to their appointment times

Tax Day

Passover begins at sundown

Earth Day

Eid al-Fitr  
begins at sundown

Deadline to add a spring 
term class tomorrow  
(after: need academic  
dean approval)

Deadline to change honors 
class status tomorrow

Deadline to withdraw from 
spring term tomorrow

Undergraduate Symposium

Deadline for new students 
(spring term) to complete 
AlcoholEdu: Part 2 before 
registration hold

Deadline to drop a spring-term 
class (after: need academic dean 
approval) 

Deadline for new students 
(spring term) to complete 
violence prevention program in 
person before registration hold

Engineering Expo (April 19-20)

Baisakhi

BADGER FAMILY  
SPRING VISIT

BADGER FAMILY  
SPRING VISIT

BADGER FAMILY  
SPRING VISIT

Spring Election

2 31
Classes resume

Can now withdraw without 
repayment of aid for spring 
term

Asian Pacific Islander Desi 
American (APIDA) Heritage 
Month begins

Did You Know?
Badger Family Spring Visit welcomes the 
whole family each weekend in April to take 
part in events happening on campus and in 
the community. 
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Graduates sing Varsity during the UW–Madison spring commencement ceremony at Camp Randall Stadium.
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Spring exams begin 

Cinco de Mayo

Mother’s Day

Three-week summer session 
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Did You Know?
New UW–Madison graduates have great 
success in the job market, with 71 percent of 
those seeking jobs getting an offer by the 
time they graduated in 2021-22, according to 
the First Destination survey.
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Members of the Madison community gathered and listened to free live music in recognition of Pride Month at the Memorial Union Terrace.
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Did You Know?
Summer is a great time for students to take 
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available online.  
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Members of the Madison community enjoy a warm summer evening between sets at a  
Madison Jazz Festival event held on the shore of Lake Mendota at the Memorial Union Terrace. 
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Did You Know?
There are countless ways for students to 
get involved and grow their leadership skills. 
The Wisconsin Involvement Network allows 
students to connect with 1,000+ student 
organizations.
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Members of the public enjoy a Lakefront Live summer concert at the Memorial Union Terrace  
presented by Outdoor UW, Wisconsin Union Directorate (WUD) and Hoofer Outing Club.
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Did You Know?
You can learn more about how your student 
can find community, be well, and get involved 
at students.wisc.edu.
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Thank you  

to our sponsors
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2024–25 DATES
Labor Day Sept. 2, 2024

Fall instruction begins  Sept. 4, 2024

Fall tuition due Sept. 13, 2024

Thanksgiving recess Nov 28–Dec 1, 2024

Last day of fall classes Dec. 11, 2024

Fall exams begin Dec. 13 2024

Winter Commencement  Dec. 15, 2024

Fall exams end Dec. 19, 2024

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Jan. 20, 2025

Spring instruction begins Jan. 21, 2025

Spring tuition due Jan. 31, 2025

Spring recess March 15–23, 2025

Last day of spring classes May 2, 2025

Spring exams begin May 4, 2025

Spring exams end  May 9, 2025

Commencement Weekend May 9–11, 2025

Academic calendar dates are subject to change.  
Visit secfac.wisc.edu/academic-calendar for the most 
up-to-date academic calendar. 

For information on accommodations for religious  
observances, visit secfac.wisc.edu/ 
academic-calendar/#religious-observances.
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IMPORTANT DATES 2023–2024

University Residence Halls move-in (as assigned) August 30–September 1, 2023

Labor Day September 4, 2023

Instruction begins September 6, 2023

Tuition due for fall term September 15, 2023

Badger Pay 2nd Installment Due October 13, 2023

Family Weekend October 20–22, 2023

Badger Pay 3rd Installment Due November 10, 2023

Thanksgiving recess November 23–26, 2023

Last day of classes December 13, 2023

Study day December 14, 2023

Exams begin December 15, 2023

Winter Commencement (no exams) December 17, 2023

Exams end December 21, 2023

University Residence Halls close (at noon) December 22, 2023

Martin Luther King Jr. Day January 15, 2024

University Residence Halls open  January 20, 2024

Instruction begins January 23, 2024

Tuition due for spring term February 2, 2024

Badger Pay 2nd Installment Due March 1, 2024

Spring recess March 23–31, 2024

Badger Pay 3rd Installment Due April 5, 2024 

Last day of classes May 3, 2024

Study day May 4, 2024

Exams begin May 5, 2024

Exams end May 10, 2024

Commencement Weekend May 10–12, 2024

University Residence Halls close May 11, 2024

Four-week summer session May 20–June 16,2024

Three-week summer session May 28–June 16, 2024

Tuition due for summer term June 7, 2024

Eight-week summer session June 17–August 11, 2024 

Events and deadlines in this calendar are subject to change and are specific to undergraduate students. 

For additional important dates and events, visit the Parent and Family Program website (parent.wisc.edu) 
or call 1-877-262-3977.



Sunlight peeks through as storm clouds roll in over Lake Mendota near the Goodspeed Family Pier  
along the Memorial Union Terrace at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.


