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Welcome (and welcome back), Badger families! 

Whether your student is experiencing UW–Madison 
for their first or fourth year, you play an important 

role in their personal and academic success. We offer many 
resources to assist your student and you and are excited to 
partner with you through the Parent and Family Program.

The Parent and Family Program team will connect you 
with information and answer your questions during your 
student’s time at UW. You’ll have a chance to connect with 

their team and other families through in-person events, newsletters, online 
chats, a dynamic website, and more. We want you to feel connected and 
informed — the Parent and Family Program is your liaison.

With an abundance of activity at UW, you might wonder how to help 
your student keep track — this calendar can help. Here you’ll find campus 
photos, helpful facts, and key dates to experience the diversity and breadth 
of opportunity our campus offers.

It takes a community working together to truly thrive. We are committed 
to working with your students to help them be safe, healthy, and successful, 
and we can’t wait to partner with you this year. 

Let the journey begin.

On, Wisconsin!
Lori Reesor, PhD
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 



Our Goals for Parents & Families 

1.  To recognize your important role as mentors and 
coaches. You help your students progressively take 
on more responsibility for their academics, out-of- 
classroom experiences, and all other aspects of  
their lives.

2.  To have an open dialogue with your students  
about ways to promote personal health and balance, 
including coping with stress, alcohol/drugs, nutrition, 
sleep, exercise, and relationships. You empower your 
students to identify problems, develop plans, and 
work toward solutions independently.

3.  To understand that there are limitations regarding  
access to specific student information as outlined 
in the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) and the Health Insurance Portability and  
Accountability Act (HIPAA).

4.  To know about and take advantage of opportuni-
ties to engage with the campus and surrounding 
community. 

5.  To generate goodwill for the university by helping 
spread the word about the resources and discoveries 
at UW–Madison, which impact both your students 
and society at large. Parents and families advocate 
for personal, state, and federal investments in  
higher education.

The Parent and Family Program staff consists of Stephanie 
Benson-Gonzales (left), Monica Ruppert (right), Jennee 
Schansberg, and a team of student interns.

WELCOME

Dear Badger Family,
Welcome to the University of Wisconsin–Madison! You are a valued member of our community.
 At UW–Madison, we recognize that parents and family members are important partners. 
Research shows that family involvement is critical to the success of college students. We 
appreciate the key role you play as a coach and mentor, while you encourage your student to 
progressively take on more responsibility.
 The Parent and Family Program is your resource. No question is too big or too small. 
Our program is here to connect you to the university so that you feel welcomed, informed, 
and able to support your student’s success.
 This calendar is our gift to you. We invite you to use this information to help your student 
take advantage of all that UW–Madison has to offer. You will be mailed a new calendar each 
year until your student graduates.
 The Parent and Family Program is committed to offering personalized service to help you 
and your student navigate our campus and community. In addition to this calendar, we provide: 

•  Phone (1-877-262-3977) and email  
(parent@uwmad.wisc.edu) services to help  
answer your questions and concerns

•  A comprehensive and dynamic website 
(parent.wisc.edu) 

•  The Badger Family e-newsletter, published 
five times per year

•  A parent-notice system, used to deliver 
critical information by email 

•  A variety of visit opportunities, including 
Family Weekend, showcasing our campus 
and offering events for the entire family

•  Multi-language services, including a 
Spanish-language website, email, and 
phone line, and a Chinese-language website 

•  A Facebook page and group, where parents 
can ask questions and share experiences 
with one another

•  Topic-based online chats with answers from 
campus experts 

•  An informative handbook for families of 
first-year and incoming students at  
parent.wisc.edu

On behalf of all of the Parent and Family Program staff, we thank you for all you do and we 
look forward to connecting with you. 

Kind regards, 

Stephanie Benson-Gonzales 
Parent and Family Program
UW–Madison Student Affairs

Institutional Statement on Diversity
Diversity is a source of strength, creativity, and 
innovation for UW–Madison. We value the 
contributions of each person and respect the 
profound ways their identity, culture, background, 
experience, status, abilities, and opinion enrich 
the university community. We commit ourselves 
to the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research, 
outreach, and diversity as inextricably linked 
goals. The University of Wisconsin–Madison 
fulfills its public mission by creating a welcoming 
and inclusive community for people from every 
background—people who as students, faculty, and 
staff serve Wisconsin and the world.

go.wisc.edu/familyweekend

October 14–16, 2022
FAMILY WEEKEND

Connect with campus. 
Experience tradition. 

Make memories.



Photo Caption HereSteps with the phrase “U-Rah-Rah! Wisconsin!” carved into them in front of the UW Field House. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu

Checks begin processing 
weekly for Parent PLUS 
refunds and for students not 
enrolled for eRefund

Summer health-fee eligibility 
ends at University Health 
Services

312928
Financial aid begins applying 
to student tuition accounts

eRefunds begin processing 
for students

Mead Witter School of Music 
ensemble auditions (all majors), 
Aug. 30–Sept. 2

Move-in for all University 
Residence Halls (Aug. 29–
Sept. 1), as assigned

Wisconsin Welcome events 
begin

Move-in for University 
Housing student employees 
and approved groups
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SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) fall/annual 
coverage period begins

Fall-term eligibility begins for 
University Health Services

Financial aid refunds begin 
next week; is your student 
enrolled for eRefund?

Partisan Primary Election

Tuition eBills available for 
students and authorized payers

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to complete 
violence prevention program 
online before registration hold

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to complete 
AlcoholEdu: Part 1 before 
registration hold

2 3

* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

1

Did You Know?
UW–Madison is the highest-ranking national 
public university and fourth overall in 
Washington Monthly’s 2021 College Guide 
and Rankings. The ranking is based on three 
criteria: research excellence, social mobility, 
and community and national service.
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Photo Caption HereThousands of first-year and transfer students listen to speakers during the Chancellor’s Convocation for New Students, held at the Kohl Center.  
The event is part of Wisconsin Welcome programming, which helps students make connections, have fun, and explore campus.



Did You Know?
The Wisconsin Involvement Network allows 
students to connect with 1,000+ student 
organizations, learn about and attend events, 
and track their involvement. win.wisc.edu

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
Multicultural Student Org 
Resource Fair (TheMeetUp)

28 29
Deadline for first-year/new  
transfer students to complete 
GetWIse@Home violence 
prevention follow-up program online 
before registration hold
Deadline to change number of 
credits for a fall-term class
Deadline to request pass/fail or credit/
audit options for a fall-term class
Deadline to drop a fall-term class 
and receive 50% tuition adjustment

302625

Welcome Event at Union 
South

Wisconsin Ironman 
competition

* Navaratri begins
*  Rosh Hashanah begins at 

sundown

Home football game  
UW vs. Illinois State

Taste of Madison (Sept. 3–4)
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Labor Day 

Welcome Event at  
Memorial Union

Labor Day Bash for Transfer 
Students

UW–Madison Public History 
Project: Sifting & Reckoning 
Exhibition begins 
(Sept. 12–Dec. 30)

Native Student Welcome

New Student Convocation

Academic Orientations

Deadline for students to cancel 
fall enrollment and have no 
fall-term record on transcript

Student Organization Fair 
(Sept. 13–14)

APIDA Student Center New 
Student Welcome

Fall Career and Internship 
Fair (September 20–21)

Instruction for fall term 
begins

Latinx Cultural Center New Student 
Welcome 
Study Abroad First-Year Student 
Welcome Event
Deadline to drop fall-term class and 
have no record of it on transcript
SHIP (Student Health Insurance 
Plan) fall/annual open enrollment 
deadline

*  Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

Treaty Day

Latinx Heritage Month begins 
(Sept. 15–Oct. 15)

First day of fall

Black Cultural Center  
New Student Welcome

Multicultural Orientation and 
Reception (MCOR) 

Deadline for initial fall-term 
enrollment without late fee

Tuition due for fall term

Deadline to drop a fall-term 
class and receive 100% tuition 
adjustment

Deadline to add or change 
sections in a fall-term class

Deadline for fall-term 
enrollment with fee

Home football game  
UW vs. Washington State

Home football game  
UW vs. New Mexico State
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Members of the UW rowing team practice on Lake Mendota among the colors of the fall leaves.
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FAMILY WEEKEND 
(OCT. 14–16)

* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

* Sukkot begins at sundown

International Internship 
Program Spring Deadline

* Diwali begins

Home football game  
UW vs. Illinois

LGBTQ+ Heritage Month 
begins

FAFSA available to apply  
for 2023–24 aid year
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Wisconsin Science Festival 
(Oct. 10–16)

Homecoming week

*  Yom Kippur begins at 
sundown

National Coming Out Day

Study Abroad Fair

Student Housing Fair

Equity & Inclusion Career and 
Internship Fair

FAMILY WEEKEND  
(OCT. 14–16)

Badger Pay 2nd Installment 
due

FAMILY WEEKEND  
(OCT. 14–16)

Homecoming football game 
UW vs. Purdue

Did You Know?
Family Weekend welcomes the whole family 
to experience life as a Badger. The weekend 
includes athletic events, musical performances, 
photos with Bucky, remarks from university 
leadership, behind-the-scenes tours, and more. 
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Halloween

3130

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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Pedestrians and students walk among the colors of the fall leaves near the entrance to Agricultural Hall in November. 



Did You Know?
The Ho-Chunk Nation flag was raised over Bascom Hall for the first  
time in the history of UW–Madison on November 5, 2021. The Our 
Shared Future event is part of an ongoing commitment to educate  
the campus community about First Nations history and to recognize  
the land as the ancestral home of the Ho-Chunk. 
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Daylight Saving Time ends

Madison Marathon

Transgender Awareness 
Week

Home football game  
UW vs. Maryland
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Enrollment appointment times 
for spring term assigned to 
students (throughout week)

Diversity Forum (Nov. 14–15)
International Education Week  
(Nov. 14–18)
Students begin enrolling for spring-
term classes according to their 
appointment times
Deadline for first-year/transfer 
students to complete AlcoholEdu: 
Part 2 before registration hold

General Election
Can now withdraw without 
repayment of aid for fall term

Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving recess  
(Nov. 24–27)

Veterans Day

Badger Pay 3rd Installment 
due

Deadline to drop a fall-term class 
(without academic dean approval)
Deadline to add a fall-term class 
(with department permission)
Deadline to withdraw from fall term
Deadline to change honors class 
status

Home football game  
UW vs. Minnesota

Winter Course Equivalency 
Service begins  
(Nov. 1–Dec. 1)

Native November begins

1 2 Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu

NOVEMBER 2022
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Rime ice coats the branches of birch trees at snow-covered Alumni Park during a foggy winter day.  
In the background are iconic, cutout graphics in rusted steel of the park’s Badger Pride Wall.



Did You Know?
For the first time in program history, the 
Wisconsin volleyball team won a national title 
in December 2021, defeating the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers 3–2 in the championship game.

28 29

UW–Madison Public History 
Project: Sifting & Reckoning 
Exhibition ends 
(Sept. 12–Dec. 30) New Year’s Eve

30 312625

*  Hanukkah begins at 
sundown

Winter Commencement  
(no exams)

Kwanzaa beginsChristmas
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Last day to accept financial 
aid for fall term

Last day of fall classes

First day of winter

* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

2022–23 FAFSA priority 
deadline

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) spring/summer 
open enrollment begins

Study day

Fall exams end

Fall exams begin

University Residence Halls 
close at noon Christmas Eve

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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It’s interior lights shining in the dark nighttime hours, the Carillon Tower stands 85 feet high outside of the Sewell Social Sciences Building.  
The Carillon Tower and its 56 bronze bells have been a symbol of the Madison campus for over 80 years. 



3029

* Chinese New Year

* Lunar New Year

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) spring/summer 
coverage period begins

End of fall-term eligibility for 
University Health Services

Public Service Fair

9

16

23

8

15

22

10

17

24

31

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

Financial Aid refunds begin 
next week; is your student 
enrolled for eRefund?

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Deadline to cancel spring 
enrollment and have no spring-
term record on transcript

Tuition eBills available for 
students and authorized payers

Financial aid begins applying 
to student tuition accounts

eRefunds begin processing 
for students

Instruction for spring term 
begins

Checks begin processing 
weekly for Parent PLUS 
refunds and for students not 
enrolled for eRefund

Deadline for new students 
(spring term) to complete 
AlcoholEdu: Part 1 before 
registration hold

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to complete  
U Got This! violence 
prevention program online 
before registration hold

Deadline for initial spring-term 
enrollment without late fee

University Residence Halls 
open

3 4

New Year’s Day

Spring-term eligibility begins 
for University Health Services

1 2

Did You Know?
The Greater University Tutoring Service 
(GUTS) is a student-run tutoring service that 
provides academic, language, and study skills 
support services to students at no cost. Learn 
more at guts.wisc.edu. 

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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A “winterover” — one of the two staff members who stay through the minus-100-degree Fahrenheit nights of Antarctica’s coldest  
months — hikes underneath the stars and aurora to the South Pole home of IceCube, a UW–Madison-led neutrino telescope.  

This image by IceCube assistant scientist Yuya Makino was one of the winners of the 2021 Cool Science Image Contest.
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International Internship 
Program Summer Deadline

UW Founders’ Day

Peace Corps Week  
(Feb. 26–Mar. 4)

Tuition due for spring term

Deadline to add or change 
sections in a spring-term class

Deadline for spring-term 
enrollment with fee

Deadline to drop a spring-
term class and receive 100% 
tuition adjustment
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Presidents’ Day

Valentine’s Day

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) spring/summer 
open enrollment deadline

Spring Primary Election Ash Wednesday

Deadline to change number of 
credits for a spring-term class

Deadline to drop a spring-term 
class and receive 50% tuition 
adjustment

Deadline to request pass/fail 
or credit/audit options for a 
spring-term class

Black History Month begins

Deadline to drop spring-term 
class and have no record of it 
on transcript

1Did You Know?
UW’s First Wave program is the first full-
tuition hip-hop scholarship program in the 
country. Students in the First Wave Hip 
Hop and Urban Arts Learning Community 
program are dedicated to the three pillars of 
academics, arts, and activism on campus and 
throughout the Madison community.

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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The Chazen Museum of Art’s expansive two-building site holds the second-largest collection of art in Wisconsin, and is the largest  
collecting museum in the Big 10. Within its 176,000 square feet of museum space is a collection of approximately 23,000 works of art.
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Badger Pay 3rd Installment 
due

312726

Spring recess ends

Daylight Saving Time begins

Enrollment appointment 
times for summer term 
assigned to students 
(throughout week)

Deadline for new students 
(spring term) to complete 
GetWIse@Home violence 
prevention follow-up program 
online before registration hold

Badger Pay 2nd Installment 
due
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* Purim begins at sundown

First day of spring

Classes resume

University Housing summer 
resident application available

* Ramadan begins at sundown

St. Patrick’s Day

Spring recess begins

Summer Course Equivalency 
Service begins (March 1 – May 1)
Women’s History Month begins
Middle Eastern North African 
(MENA) Heritage Month begins

*  Date based on lunar calendar  
and may vary

1
Did You Know?
Whether students want to dive deep to learn 
more about a specific career path, or think 
about which major is the best fit for them,  
the Career Exploration Center can help. 
Learn more at cec.ccas.wisc.edu.

Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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A bee gathers pollen from the blossoms of a cherry tree in the Longenecker Horticultural Gardens at the University of Wisconsin–Madison Arboretum. 



Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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Easter

BADGER FAMILY  
SPRING VISIT  
(each weekend in April)

Financial Capability Month 
begins

* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary
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Can now withdraw without 
repayment of aid for spring term
Students begin enrolling for 
summer-term classes according to 
their appointment times
Deadline for new students (spring 
term) to complete AlcoholEdu:  
Part 2 before registration hold
Enrollment appointment times 
for fall term assigned to students 
(throughout week)

Students begin enrolling for 
fall-term classes according to 
their appointment times

Spring Election * Passover begins at sundown Good Friday

* Baisakhi

UW Science Expeditions 
(Apr. 14–16)

* Eid al-Fitr begins at sundown
Deadline to drop a spring-term class 
(without academic dean approval)
Deadline to add a spring-term class 
(with department permission)
Deadline to change honors class status
Deadline to withdraw from spring term

Tax Day

Earth Day

Engineering Expo

Did You Know?
The U.S. Department of Education named 
UW–Madison a 2021 Green Ribbon Schools 
Postsecondary Sustainability Awardee, saying 
UW remains “a leader in environment- and 
sustainability-related research, education, 
and operations.”
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A Bucky Badger statue titled “Graduation Bucky,” which was created by FAST Corporation as part of the Bucky on Parade public art project, is pictured near Bascom Hall. 



Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu

MAY 2023
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

End of spring-term eligibility 
for University Health Services

312928

Spring exams begin

Mother’s Day

Three-week summer session 
beginsMemorial Day

Cinco de Mayo

Last day of spring classes

Financial aid refunds begin 
next week; is your student 
enrolled for eRefund?

Study day
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Last day to accept financial 
aid for spring term and/or 
academic year

Summer health-fee eligibility 
begins at University Health 
Services

Four-week summer session 
begins

Summer tuition eBills 
available for students and 
authorized payers

* Shavuot begins at sundown

Commencement Weekend 
(May 12–13)

Commencement ceremony 
for doctoral and medical 
professional candidates

Spring exams end

Financial aid begins applying 
to student tuition accounts

Commencement ceremony 
for bachelor’s, master’s, and 
law degree candidates

University Residence Halls 
close at 7 pm

2 3

* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

1

Asian Pacific Islander Desi 
American (APIDA) Heritage 
Month begins

Did You Know?
UW–Madison graduate programs are ranked 
among the nation’s best in the 2023 edition of 
U.S. News & World Report’s annual rankings. 
Twelve programs are ranked in the top 20, 
with the School of Education ranking in the 
top five for the ninth straight year.
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Members of the Madison community enjoy a warm summer evening at the Memorial Union Terrace as the sun sets on  
Lake Mendota and the sounds of trumpeter Marquis Hill and his band fill the air at a Madison Jazz Festival event. 



Did You Know?
The Dane County Farmers’ Market is 
reported to be the largest producer-only 
farmers’ market in the country and takes 
place around the Capitol Square. 

*  Eid al-Adha begins at 
sundown

28 29 302625

Father’s Day

* Hajj begins at sundown
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Juneteenth

Eight-week summer session 
begins First day of summer

* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

LGBTQ+ Pride Month

Summer refunds begin next 
week; is your student enrolled 
for eRefund?

Tuition due for summer term

Four-week summer session 
ends

Three-week summer session 
ends

www.parent.wisc.edu

Notes:
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The Memorial Union Terrace and Lake Mendota shoreline is pictured at sunset.



* Date based on lunar 
calendar and may vary

SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) fall/annual 
open enrollment begins
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Independence Day

* Islamic New Year begins Dane County Fair (July 20–23)

Did You Know?
Student employment is a unique opportunity 
for students to gain professional and leadership 
skills, build their network, and explore potential  
careers. In addition, an on-campus job helps  
students connect to campus and build friendships.  
studentjobs.wisc.edu
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Notes:

www.parent.wisc.edu
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Bascom Hill, with Library Mall and the Wisconsin State Capitol Building in the distance, is pictured during sunrise.



Summer health-fee eligibility 
ends at University Health 
Services
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SHIP (Student Health 
Insurance Plan) fall/annual 
coverage period begins

Fall-term eligibility begins for 
University Health Services

Tuition eBills available for 
students and authorized 
payers

Eight-week summer session 
ends

Deadline for first-year/
transfer students to complete 
AlcoholEdu: Part 1 before 
registration hold

1 2
Did You Know?
You can learn more about how your student 
can find community, be well, and get involved 
at students.wisc.edu. 

Thank you  
to our sponsors

www.parent.wisc.edu
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www.parent.wisc.edu

2023–24 DATES
Labor Day Sept. 4, 2023

Fall instruction begins  Sept. 6, 2023

Fall tuition due Sept. 15, 2023

Thanksgiving recess Nov. 23–26, 2023

Last day of fall classes Dec. 13, 2023

Fall exams begin Dec. 15 2023

Winter Commencement  Dec. 17, 2023

Fall exams end Dec. 21, 2023

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Jan. 15, 2024

Spring instruction begins Jan. 23, 2024

Spring tuition due Feb. 2, 2024

Spring recess March 23–31, 2024

Last day of spring classes May 3, 2024

Spring exams begin May 5, 2024

Spring exams end  May 10, 2024

Commencement Weekend May 10–12, 2024

Academic calendar dates are subject to change.  
Visit secfac.wisc.edu/academic-calendar for the most 
up-to-date academic calendar. 

For information on accommodations for religious  
observances, visit secfac.wisc.edu/ 
academic-calendar/#religious-observances.
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IMPORTANT DATES 2022–2023

University Residence Halls move-in (as assigned) August 29–September 1, 2022

Labor Day September 5, 2022

Instruction begins September 7, 2022

Tuition due for fall term September 16, 2022

Badger Pay 2nd Installment Due October 14, 2022

Family Weekend October 14–16, 2022

Badger Pay 3rd Installment Due November 11, 2022

Thanksgiving recess November 24–27, 2022

Last day of classes December 14, 2022

Study day December 15, 2022

Exams begin December 16, 2022

Winter Commencement (no exams) December 18, 2022

Exams end December 22, 2022

University Residence Halls close (at noon) December 23, 2022

Martin Luther King Jr. Day January 16, 2023

University Residence Halls open  January 21, 2023

Instruction begins January 24, 2023

Tuition due for spring term February 3, 2023

Badger Pay 2nd Installment Due March 3, 2023

Spring recess March 11–19, 2023

Badger Pay 3rd Installment Due March 31, 2023 

Last day of classes May 5, 2023

Study day May 6, 2023

Exams begin May 7, 2023

Exams end May 12, 2023

Commencement Weekend May 12–13, 2023

University Residence Halls close (at 7 pm) May 13, 2023

Four-week summer session May 22–June 16, 2023

Three-week summer session May 30–June 16, 2023

Tuition due for summer term June 16, 2023

Eight-week summer session June 19–August 11, 2023 
Events and deadlines in this calendar are subject to change and are specific to undergraduate students. 
For additional important dates and events, visit the Parent and Family Program website (parent.wisc.edu) 
or call 1-877-262-3977.



Red and fall-colored leaves of climbing ivy wrap around an ornate architectural detail on the exterior of Agricultural Hall.


